Committees should also give though to drawing up rules for guidance of individual members so that they may protect their hearing even when not in the ambience of their own well-protected (') club range in the same way as they draw up safety rules concerning the use of firearms.
It is unfortunate that the investigators were unable to extend their work to pistol shooting, which is now becoming increasingly popular amongst small-bore shooters. Their one conclusion, that in using a pistol outdoors the peak pressure level is five times as great as is the rifle, is very disturbing. The extrapolation of such a figure to indoor shooting is beyond the terms of this brief note, but their wise recommendations about personal ear protection should not go unheeded.
It is to be hoped that the National Small-bore Rifle Association can persuade the authors to carry out such further work on indoor pistol shooting and so arrive at some suitable remedy for this further hazard.
Hearing loss due to excessive exposure to industrial noise has been recognised for many years, and the hazards of heavy gun and small arms firing among service personnel is also well documented. Only recently, however, has the noise hazard of full-bore rifles been brought to the notice of sportsmen. Table  11 by the times taken for the peak sound pressure level to decay by 20 decibels with the microphone two feet to one side of the muzzle. A temporary threshold shift was not considered to be of practical importance unless it exceeded 10 decibels at two or more of the frequencies tested. Such shifts occurred in four out of nineteen subjects; in three cases in the left ear only, and in the other in both ears. Three of these were not members of a rifle club; two had never fired before and the third not since National Service. However, two of the subjects already had noise induced hearing losses exceeding 25 dB at 4 k/cs, and these could be traced to firing full-bore weapons or other noise exposure. These people were obviously noise sensitive, but any temporary threshold shift due to .22 rifle fire would have been reduced in amount because of the pre-existing hearing loss 
